Captain William Clark Park at Cottonwood Beach 


Visitors to Captain William Clark Park may have noticed a residence onsiteand _ first visitors such as joggers and bird watchers. According to Suzie, ther 
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i “Suzi i ti i 5 he park every day —rain or shine— and several — 
‘who lives there?’ Suzie Westlake is the part-time onsite caretaker, 50-60 people who come to t al 
wey Clark County, a partner with the port and the City of Washougal thousand more during the summer. She watches for downed trees after storms 
cae Park. She also works days for the Evergreen School District and is and responds to the regular stream of people who come up to knock on her — 
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idered a “watch” person. Although she is a half-time county employee, she —_ door. The most common question: Is there camping at the park? (Not currently.) 
ace full workload, including maintaining shelters, restrooms, etc.and actsas The use of park facilities is on a first-come first-served basis, with the exception 


an extension of the port's maintenance staff. of sheltered areas that require reservations. For sheltered area peta 
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Since Suzie is not a park ranger, but has the responsibility to educate the public fo reunions bY parties paige poe pe ; irs 

about the rules and regulations, she says, “I’m the informer not the enforcer.” ancouver-Clark Parks at 360- http://www.clark.wa.gov/parks- 


She often opens the restrooms as early as 4:30 a.m. to accommodate the day's __‘"ails/cottonwood.html. 


Washougal Levee Update 


The levee protects the industrial park properties as well as the City of Washougal from flooding. 

To the north of the levee, the Gibbons Creek Remnant Channel conveys storm water runoff from 
the city’s east side, from Gibbons Creek, Stiegerwald Lake and from the Industrial Park facilities to 
the flood control pump station located at 2397 Index St. in the industrial park. At the port's pump 
station, there are currently three, 200,horsepower pumps that pump up to 30,000 gallons per 
minute each from the Gibbons Creek remnant channel into the Columbia River. The port will begin 
the design and permit process for the addition of a forth pump in 2010. 


The port maintains the levee in agreement with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. The maintenance includes prevention of 
vegetation growth, other than grasses on the slopes and within 15 
feet of the top of the slope both land-ward and waterward of the 
levee, as well as control of animal burrowing. The port also makes 
repairs to areas of erosion as needed, and conducts periodic 
inspections. The Corps conducts annual inspections usually in late 
summer and works with the port to correct any concerns. 


In early October, the port completed a bank erosion repair 
near the east end of the levee on the river side that included 


placement of several hundred cubic yards of fill material and bank 
stabilization rock. 


